
aris and Berlin may hog the cultural headlines, but for this art-
lover, Basel is hard to beat. Close to the borders of Germany and

The art of a city break: why you can’t 
beat Basel for culture

The Swiss city is packed with museums and street art — 
and visitors can enjoy it all with free transport and hefty 

museum discounts

Switzerland’s cultural capital is a brilliant city for a weekend escape — you can 
even go swimming in the Rhine
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P
France, the Swiss city has nearly 40 museums, a
thriving street art scene and a renowned art fair.
Throw in free city transport and museum discounts for
anyone staying overnight, return flights from

Edinburgh for less than £50 and a beautiful setting on the
Rhine, and Switzerland’s cultural capital is a brilliant city for a
weekend escape. Here’s how to do it.

Don’t go anywhere without a BaselCard

There are city tourist cards and then there is the BaselCard.
Issued free to all visitors at hotel check-in, the card offers 50 per
cent discounts on most museums, reduced bike hire and free
public transport. It’s worth a weekend here for the BaselCard
alone.

Get your bearings

Basel’s beautiful medieval old town is dominated by the
fairytale town hall. The vivid red façade of the 16th-century
Rathaus is a good starting point for a wander. Directly opposite
is the family-run Confiserie Schiesser, the oldest coffee house
and chocolatier in town (confiserie-schiesser.ch). Then head
west to Spalenberg, a street lined with quaint boutiques.

The Fondation Beyeler collection includes Rodin sculptures, above, plus works 
by Picasso and Warhol
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Start with the art galleries…

The crowning glory of Basel’s art scene is the Fondation Beyeler,
a striking modernist building in the leafy Riehen suburb
reached by the No 6 tram (£11 with a BaselCard,
fondationbeyeler.ch). Its collection includes Picasso and Warhol,
and it has a Matisse exhibition until January 26 (£13.50 with a
BaselCard). Also on display are works from Monet’s water lilies
series. Head to the Kunstmuseum Basel too, a behemoth of a
museum playing the greatest hits of the art world (£12 with a
BaselCard, kunstmuseumbasel.ch).

• 10 of the best ski resorts in Switzerland

ADVERTISEMENT

…then find more on the street

If highbrow galleries aren’t your style, Basel’s streets act as the
perfect canvas. Some of the best street art can be found next to
the Schwarzwaldbrücke bridge in the Schänzli area and at the
Bell site, a 1,700 sq m wall covered in a colourful riot of ever-
changing graffiti.
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Hop on an e-bike

Basel is a city built for bikes and there’s a fantastic loop through
Germany, France and Switzerland, taking in a sculpture park,
vineyards and a beach bar — all in less than 20 miles. Better
still, e-bikes cost £18 a day with a BaselCard, available from the
main station on Centralbahnstrasse. The route links up with the

The Balancing Tools sculpture by Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen at the 
Vitra Design Museum
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Rehberger-Weg, a sculpture trail connecting Fondation Beyeler
with Vitra Campus, a remarkable complex with a design
museum and cutting-edge buildings from architects including
Frank Gehry and Zaha Hadid.

Get the beers in

Forget wine pairings, craft beer is where Basel is at — and
nowhere does it better than Matt and Elly Brewery & Kitchen.

The “effortlessly cool” Matt and Elly Brewery & Kitchen
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Effortlessly cool, the restaurant does fun food-beer pairings —
think gazpacho with hoppy IPAs, traditional cream horns with
sour cherry beers (£105 for a four-course menu with beer
pairings, matt-elly.com).

• Switzerland travel guide

Have a sip on a roof

Basel doesn’t have the wildest nightlife, but rather a couple of
waterholes full of quirk and character. Werkraum Warteck is
situated on the site of a former red-brick brewery and the bar is
located close to the top of the distinctive boiler-house tower,
accessed by an Escher-esque staircase. Once you’ve managed to
find the entrance, kick back with a local beer or tasty cocktail
on the roof garden and take in the splendid views (cocktails
£13.45, werkraumwarteckpp.ch).

ADVERTISEMENT

The bar at Werkraum Warteck accessed by an Escher-like staircase
ALAMY
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Or take a dip in the Rhine

Swimming in the Rhine is non-negotiable in summer (and still
manageable until about mid-October). Dry bags/buoyancy aids
(aka Wickelfisch) can be rented at tourist information centres
(£9 a day), then you can drift along on the current, taking in the
old town from the water. The best place to start is the beach
below Museum Tinguely (tinguely.ch), then float downriver to
one of the many buvettes (snack stands) for a warming
schnapps.

Choose your base

A stone’s throw from the main station, Mövenpick Hotel Basel
has elegant, modern rooms styled by the architect and designer
Matteo Thun (room-only doubles from £199, all.accor.com). Or
try the hip youth hostel Jugendherberge Basel, right on the
Rhine and recently given a funky design facelift (B&B doubles
from £135, youthhostel.ch).

The Rhine is warm enough to swim in until mid-October
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30.10.24, 20:45 The art of a city break: why you can’t beat Basel for culture

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/basel-switzerland-city-break-travel-guide-art-culture-tmgm8vd06 7/10

https://www.tinguely.ch/en.html
https://all.accor.com/hotel/B4T3/index.en.shtml?utm_term=mar&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrp-3BhDgARIsAEWJ6SxyMxP8ebMYheVGK1b8s-DiHEwoA1YAAxVsbHPBZxuHPSI83T3ElKgaAp5EEALw_wcB&utm_campaign=ppc-mov-mar-goo-uk-en-reg_rest-mix-s&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=uk-en-CH-V0313&utm_source=google
https://www.youthhostel.ch/de/hostels/jugendherberge-basel


UK Scotland

PROMOTED CONTENT

Harris Clark was a guest of Basel Tourism (basel.com) and

Switzerland Tourism (myswitzerland.com). Fly from Edinburgh

to Basel from £45 return (easyjet.com)

Related articles

15 of the best river cruises in Europe for 2024 and 2025
September 06 2024, 10.28am BST

Times Travel

EUROPE

20 of the best ski resorts in Europe for 2024
September 09 2024, 12.05pm BST

Gabriella Le Breton

EUROPE

The new millionaires’ playgrounds
September 07 2024, 12.01am BST

Katrina Burroughs

BACK TO TOP

30.10.24, 20:45 The art of a city break: why you can’t beat Basel for culture

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/basel-switzerland-city-break-travel-guide-art-culture-tmgm8vd06 8/10

https://www.thetimes.com/uk
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland
https://www.basel.com/en
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-gb/
https://www.easyjet.com/en/
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-river-cruise-holidays-in-europe-388rg99l6
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/travel/destinations/europe-travel/article/best-ski-resorts-in-europe-v5fzlth8t
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk
https://www.thetimes.com/magazines/luxx/article/best-childrens-playgrounds-times-luxury-9xfbpgxpk


About us Cont

Help The T

The Sunday Times Editorial Complaints Place

Classified advertising Disp

The Times corrections The S

Careers

Get in touch

The Times e-paper

The Sunday Times Wine Club

The Times Archive

Sunday Times Driving

The Sunday Times Rich List

Good University Guide

Newsletters

Best Places to Stay

Podcasts

Times Luxury

Best Places to Work

The Australian

Dow Jones

Investor's Business Daily

MarketWatch

The Sun

The Wall Street Journal

More from The Times and The Sunday Times

More from News Corp

30.10.24, 20:45 The art of a city break: why you can’t beat Basel for culture

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/basel-switzerland-city-break-travel-guide-art-culture-tmgm8vd06 9/10

https://www.thetimes.com/static/about-us/
https://www.thetimes.com/static/contact-us/?region=global
https://www.thetimes.com/help
https://www.thetimes.com/static/the-times-editorial-complaints/
https://www.thetimes.com/static/the-sunday-times-editorial-complaints/?region=global
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/the-times/announcements
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5dc5660bade009281aa8ed04/t/64f71afd3bba9b4de72ad8a2/1693915902826/The+Times+-+Ad+Specifications+2023+(11).pdf
https://www.thetimes.com/article/corrections-and-clarifications-the-times-x9nbft5tq
https://www.thetimes.com/article/corrections-and-clarifications-the-sunday-times-ndfkq7wb6
https://www.newscareers.co.uk/
https://epaper.thetimes.com/app/THETIM
https://www.sundaytimeswineclub.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.com/archive
https://www.driving.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.com/sunday-times-rich-list
https://www.thetimes.com/uk-university-rankings
https://home.thetimes.com/newsletters
https://www.thetimes.com/article/best-places-to-stay-uk-qs2klsvfz
https://www.thetimes.com/podcasts
https://www.thetimes.com/luxury
https://www.thetimes.com/static/best-places-to-work
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/
https://www.dowjones.com/
https://www.investors.com/
https://www.marketwatch.com/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/
https://www.wsj.com/


Privacy & cookie policy Licensing

Cookie settings Site map

Topics Puzzles Archive

Authors Commissioning terms

Terms and conditions

© Times Media Limited 2024.
Registered in England No. 894646.
Registered office: 1 London Bridge Street, SE1 9GF.

30.10.24, 20:45 The art of a city break: why you can’t beat Basel for culture

https://www.thetimes.com/uk/scotland/article/basel-switzerland-city-break-travel-guide-art-culture-tmgm8vd06 10/10

https://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/
https://www.newslicensing.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.com/html-sitemap
https://www.thetimes.com/html-topic-sitemap
https://www.thetimes.com/html-puzzles-sitemap
https://www.thetimes.com/authors
https://www.thetimes.com/static/commissioning-terms/?region=global
https://www.thetimes.com/static/terms-and-conditions/?region=global

